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salaried men) are not included. Not all the employed
are in it, for high officials would not be recognized as
belonging to it; not all laborers are in it, for we are all
laborers except the little group of people of leisure.
The President of the United States is an employee and
a laborer. Not all capitalists are excluded from it, for
many of its members have important savings. Here,
however, we undoubtedly come nearest to a definition;
for those who have savings would almost all break loose
from the proletariat as soon as they recognized the
sense of many of its propositions. This fact is so well
known that those among the artisan and manual labor
classes who have savings are regarded with peculiar dis-
like in the circles of proletarian agitation. The great
millionaires are not denounced with such vigor as the
"mean, sneaking workingman who has saved a few
dollars which he has laid away in the savings bank, or
who has built a little house and rents it for seven or
eight dollars a month." "I have seen that class of men/5
said one orator, "march out by the bench-full as soon as
I began to talk about interest and rent. I can talk to
great capitalists and employers, but I can do nothing
with those men." Still, on the other hand, not all who
have not capital would be included; for there are plenty
of people who have good incomes, all of which they
spend, whose style of life would prevent them from being
recognized as members of the proletariat. Peasants in
Europe and farmers here do not belong to it; it is a city
class quite as much as the bourgeoisie.
At the end of the last century a great revolution took
place in which the bourgeoisie wrested political power
from the nobles. The peasants and the town mob
shared in the revolution and the latter finally got con-
trol of it. When the excesses had provoked reaction